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темно-серая супесь, 6 - песчаные аллювиальные от­
ложения. Внизу - керамика и медная пряжка, най­
денные у подножья обнажения в 1992 г. 

6 . Вид Обдорска с кочующими самоедами и об­
дорской ярмарки {по Кушелевскому, 1868) 

7. Мужские пояса с металлическими пряжками, 
обшитые пуговицами, принадлежащие семье Сядда­
ев, современных жителей пос. Халас-Пугор {снимок 
1991 г.) 

8. Пряжка от пояса Г.Д. Филиппова, уроженца 
Халас-Пугора, подаренного ему отцом (1). Пряжки 
для "оленеводов" ( 2), купленные в магазине в Сале­
харде в 1991 г., изготовленные кооперативом из Но­
вослободского (?) 

9. Лист из полевого дневника Д.Т. Яновича с за­
рисованным погребение.м No 27 в могильнике Халас­
Пугор. Расшифровка надписей: справа - "длина 2 м 
40 см, высота гроба 0,35 м, хольмер разрушен, погре­
бение в полулодке", "серо-медная пряжка", "рожок с 

u u" " u tt 
оловяннои инкрустациеи ; слева - мужскои нож , 
"кожаный пояс с олоВЯННЬIМИ бляшками", "рожок" 

10. План поселка и урочища Халас-Пугор по гла­
зомерной съемке Н.А. Кренке 1991, 1992 гг. 

11. Вид на Халас-Пугор с Малой Оби {снимок 
1991 г. ) 

12. Вид на поселок Халас-Пугор от старого клад­
бища (снимок 1991 г.) 

13. Вид на дома современного поселка Халас­
Пугор с севера от старого места поселка. На перед­
нем плане слева от мачты ветряка - скамеечка семьи 

Сяддаев (снимок 1992 г.) 
14. Вид с юга на старое кладбище в Халас-Пуго­

ре, сзади виднеются крыши домов поселка (снимок 
1991 г. ) 

15. Брошенные дома (баня и сарай) старого по­
селка Халас-Пугор {снимок 1991 г.) 

16. Старое кладбище Халас-Пугор. Надмогиль­
ное сооружение в виде ящика (снимок 1991 г.) 

17. Старое кладбище Халас-Пугор. Гроб-лодка с 
обрезанной кормой в деревянном ящике (снимок 
1991 г. ) 

18. Старое кладбище в Халас-Пугоре. Вид с 
юго-запада, на заднем плане - постройки поселка 

{снимок 1992 г. ) 
19. Старое кладбище в Халас-Пугоре. "Моло­

дая" группа наземных погребений в ящиках, сколо­
ченных тянуrыми гвоздями {снимок 1992 r.) · 

20. Старое кладбище в Халас-Пуrоре. Погребе­
ние в лодке с обрезанньr:ми носом и кормой (снимок 
1992 г.) 

21. Старое кладбище в Халас-Пугоре. Погребе­
ние в лодке с обрезанной кормой {снимок 1992 г. ) 

22. Старое кладбище Халас-Пугор. Котел в ист­
левшем наземном погребении (снимок 1992 г. ) 
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23. Одно из наземных погребений старого клад­
бища в Халас-Пугоре в двойном ящике (снимок 
1992 г. ) 

24. Поселок Халас-Пугор. Сьm Д.С. Сяддая в 
зимней одежде (снимок 1991 г. ) 

25. Поселок Харсаим . Местный житель на 
крыльце сельского совета (снимок 1991 г.) 

26. Новое кладбище в Халас-Пугоре. Пере­
вернуrая лодка на надмогильном холме (снимок 
1992 г.) 

27. Кладбище аборигенного населения в поселке 
Харсаим (снимок 1992 г.) 

28. Могильник Халас-Пугор. Чертежи и комп­
лексы вещей погребений 27, 34, 44 

29. Могильник Халас-Пугор. Чертежи и комп­
лексы вещей погребений 48, 58, 59 

30. Могильник Халас-Пугор. Чертежи и комп­
лексы вещей погребений 68 и 7 6 

31. Могильник Халас-Пугор. Чертежи и комплек­
сы вещей погребений 69 а, Ь, с 

32. Могильник Халас-Пугор. Чертежи и комп­
лексы вещей погребений 75, 80, 89 

33. Могильник Халас-Пугор. Чертежи и комплек­
сы вещей погребений 103 а, Ь 

34. Могильник Халас-Пугор. Чертежи и комп­
лексы вещей погребений 106 а, Ь 

35. Могильник Халас-Пугор. Чертежи и комп­
лекс вещей погребения 133 

36. Могильник Халас-Пугор. Чертежи и ком­
плекс вещей погребения 141; могильник Воде-Нял 
Халас, погребение 193 

37. Могильник Сарман-Вануй. Чертежи и комп­
лексы вещей погребений 264, 266. 267 

38. Могильник Пайхата-Халайт. Чертежи и ком­
плексы погребений 270, 278, 281 

39. Могильник Пайхата-Халайт. Чертежи и ком­
плекс.ы погребений 284, 28 7, 288 

40. Могильник Юмбарада-Хальмээр. Чертежи 
и комплексы погребений 299, 300, 301 

41. Могильник Юмбарада-Хальмээр. Чертежи и 
комплексы погребений 302, 303, 305 

42. Могильник Юмбарада-Хальмээр. Чертежи 
и комплексы погребений 307, 308, 310 

43. Могильник Юмбарада-Хальмээр. Чертежи и 
комплексы погребений 311, 313, 316 

44. Могильник Юмбарада-Хальмээр. Чертежи 
и комплексы погребений 312, 317, 318 

45. Могильник Юмбарада-Хальмээр. Чертежи и 
комплексы погребений 320, 323 

46. Могильник Юмбарада-Хальмээр. Чертежи 
и комплексы погребений 324, 331, 332 

47. Могильник Юмбарада-Хальмээр. Чертежи и 
комплексы погребений 336, 337, 339 

48. Могильник Юмбарада-Хальмээр. Чертежи 
и комплексы погребений 340, 342, 358 

49. Могильник Пайхата-Халайт. Погребение 
:270. Прорисовка фоо'ографии 1909 г. 

50. Могильник Юмбарада-Хальмээр. Чертежи и 
комплексы погребений 350-355 (коллективная усы­
пальница) 

51. Счетные жетоны, монеты и монетовидные 
подвески 

52. Мужские пояса 
53. Пряжки мужских поясов и пряжки неизвест-

ного назначения 

54. Мужской пояс с ножом в ножнах 
5 5. Рукояти ножей 
56. Ножи 
57. Ножи 
58. Ножны для ножей 
59. Части "ружейного прибора" 
60. Табакерки из рога 
61. Табакерки из рога 
62. Наконечники стрел и древко стрель1 
63. Очки для защиты глаз от блеска снега и пла-

стины для предохранения руки при стрельбе из лука 

64. Изделия из дерева 
65. Изделия из кости и дерева 
66. Замок и ботало 
6 7. Кожаная лямка оленьей упряжи 
68. Медные детали оленьей упряжи 
69. Железные детали оленьей упряжи 
70. Костяные и медные детали оленьей упряжи 
71. Крюк для распуrывания узлов и детали узды 
72. Блоки для крепления оленьей упряжи к 

нартам 

73. Uепи от оленьей упряжи 
7 4. Наконечники хореев и пешня 
75. Топоры 
76. Лучковое сверло, рубанок и шило 
77. Струг и скобель 
78. Футляр для наперстка, наперстки и сумочки 

для шитья 

79. Бёрдо (приспособление для плетения поясков) 
80. Крюки для доставания мяса из котла и ушко 

котла 

81. Ложки бронзовые 
82. Ложки деревянные 
83. Черпаки деревянные 
84. Ковшики железные 
85. Ковшики и миски медные 
86. Чашка фарфйровая завода Г. Маркова и 

блюдце завода М.С. Кузнецова 
87. Чашка фарфоровая завода Дунашова и блюд­

це гжельское 

88. Чашка фарф<>ровая гжельская, фрагмент гли-
няного блюда и чернильница 

89. Чаша из черепа и глиняный горшок 
90. Рюмки, кубок и флакон из стекла 
91. Буть1АКИ и штоф стеклянные 
92. Чашки и корытца для еды деревянные 
93. Чаши и рюмка деревянные 
94. Ковшики и изделие неизвестного назначения 

деревянные 
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95. Культовая посуда 
96. Берестяные коробочки 
97. Гребни 
98. Табакерки берестяные и медные 
99. Подсвечник и табакерки бронзовые 
100. Трубки курительные и медные про низки 
101. Кресала железные 
102. Палки для выбивания снега и вшей из одежды 
103. Кожа и ткань с орнаментом 
104. Фрагменты ткани, сукна и тесьмы 
105. Ткань с шитьем 
106. Украшения из бисера 
107. Поясок и кожаный предмет для прикрытия 

женских половых органов ( вороп) 
108. Обдорские остяки {по Sommier, 1887) 
109. Пряжка от женского пояса из железа 
11 О. Пряжка от женского пояса из меди 
111. Пряжка от женского пояса из меди 
112. Пряжка от женского пояса из меди 
113. Пряжка от женского пояса из меди 
114. Пряжка от женского пояса из меди 
115. Пряжки от женского пояса из меди 
116. Пряжки от женского пояса из меди 
117. Пряжка от женского пояса из меди 
118. Оловянные отливки 
119. Перстни и кольца 
120. Пуговицы и сбруйное украшение (16) 
121. Пуговицы и нашивные украшения 
122. Бусы, бубенчики и колокольцы 
123. Украшение шапки(?) в виде лунницы с под­

весками 

124. Украшения шапки(?) в виде лунницы с под-
весками 

125. Ажурные медные бляхи-подвески 
126. Ажурные медные бляхи-подвески 
127. Ажурные медные бляхи-подвески 
128. Ажурные медные бляхи-подвески 
129. Ажурные медные бляхи-подвески 
130. Ажурные медные бляхи-подвески с изобра­

жениями коньков 

131. Медные и оловянные бляхи-подвески с изо-
бражениями птиц 

132. Ажурные медные бляхи-подвески 
133. Медные бляхи-подвески 
134. Медные бляхи-подвески с изображениями 

кентавров 

135. Медные бляхи-подвески с изображениями 
камлания в чуме, охотника, оленя, борьбы семиглаво­

го зверя и льва, львов у мирового древа 

136. Ажурная медная бляха-подвеска с изобра­
жением семи львов у мирового древа (Краеведческий 
музей в Салехарде) 

137. Бляха коновала. Медь, литье. Россия, вто­
рая половина XIX в. (Музей этнографии народов 
России) 

138. Копия XIX в. с изразца XVII в., выполнен­
ная на заводе В.А. Аксенова для реставрации трапез­
ной палаты Борисоглебского монастыря возле Росто­
ва (Ярославский музей-заповедник) 

139. Медные бляхи-подвески с изображениями 
всадников 

140. Медные бляхи-подвески 
141. Медные бляхи-подвески и аналогия изобра­

жению личины на замке-маскароне 

142. Бусы 
143. Медные изделия, нательный крест, свинцо-

вая печать 

144. Деревянные и оловянная игрушкИ 
14 5. Кукла - изображение умершего 
146. Кукль1 - изображения умерших 
147. Куклы - изображения умерших 
148. Кукль1 - изображения умерших 
149. Кукль1 - изображения умерших 
150. Идол-сядай и кукль1 - изображения умер-

ших 

151. Надмогильные кресты 
152. Медные вещи 1- 11 тыс. н.э., вторично ис­

пользованные в XIX в. 
153. Родословная фамилии Ядопчу, составленная 

Д. Т. Яновичем 



Summary 

'Тhе Ostyak' collection { N 281} from the 
Museurn of Anthropology Moscow State 
University, collected Ьу D.T. Yanovich in 1909, is 
рrоЬаЫу the most extensive assemЫage of skeietal 
remains and materiaI cuiture of the indigenous peo­
ples of the Lower ОЬ region in the nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. Тhе collection numbers 
5159 items. 

Most of the materials are from the large Кhalas­
Pugor cemetery. Additionally, there are items from а 
number of cemeteries along the Bolshaya and 
Malaya ОЬ Rivers and the Longot-Yugan River 
{Fig. 1). А part of the collection was acquired from 
local people. D.T. Yanovich condacted archaeologi­
cal and anthropological work within the frame of 
Russian Royal Academy of Science expedition 1909 
to Polar U rals that was sponsored Ьу the Kuznetsov 
brothers { an industrialist family) under the liadership 
of О.О. Ba.klund. 

Тhе materials collected Ьу D. Т. Yanovich pre­
sent an opportunity to compare а typical archaeolog­
ical collection with textual data from the same period. 
Allmost all decades of the nineteenth centure have 
been marked Ьу expeditions to the Lower ОЬ region. 
Some individuals buried at the cemeteries investigat­
ed in 1909 were indeed among those observed and 
described in the 1844 ethnographic studies Ьу 
Alexander Castren {Castren, 1853), and also Ьу 
Finsch and Brehm in 1876 (Finsch, 1879), Ьу 
Stephan Sommier in 1880 {Sommier, 1885 ), etc. 

Тhе Lower ОЬ region holds much cuпent interest 
for the history of material culture. The region around 
Obdorsk (now the city of Salekhard) used to Ье а 
remote border zone that attracted southem and west­
em cultures. This cultures left behind abundant 
archaeological records characterized Ьу extensive scale 
of movement of material objects. Тhе Scandinavian­
made oval-shaped brooch of the tenth century stored in 
Salekhard Museum and English-made tin plates of the 

nineteenth century discovered Ьу Finsch in the Yondyr 
settlement clearly attest to this fact. 

ln relatively recent historic times, the Nenets 
and Кhanty peoples and then Russian and Komi 
advanced into the lower reaches of ОЬ River basin. 

F rom the descriptions of nineteenth century 
travelers and scientists, we k.now that the most sig­
nificant event at the time - the climax, so to speak, 
of the annual cycle - was the Obdorsk Fair. Тhе 
Yanovich collection is а reflection of that fair. 
Looking into this reflection, we сал irnagine ourself 
in the sledges of the Osyak { Кhanty} or Samoyed 
{ Nenets} retuming home from Obdorsk in the later 
days of January. 

lt is important to emphasize that the study of cul­
tural heritage of the nineteenth centure is valuaЫe not 
only as а retrospective view of the past, but also for 
modem material culture processes. Many of the craft 
items of the late nineteenth centure continue to Ье 
used today an remain as objects for making copies 
( metal omaments for belts, buckles, knives and their 
sheaths, and decorations for women's hats are exam-
ples of craft continuity). . 

"Ethnographic exotica" and juxtaposition of two 
cultures - "European civilazation" and the tradition­
al way of life of the indigenous people - had been 
explicitly perceived in Obdorsk of the nineteenth 
century. Local cemeteries with surface burials sur­
rounded Ьу abandoned sledges and with remains of 
ceremonial sacrificial feasts and complete sets of bur­
ial utensils, played а signicant part in the "ethno­
graphic exotica" perception of the region. 

F rom the beginning of the seventeenth centure, 
when Russian settlers penetrated the Lower ОЬ area, 
mass cemetery robberies came into play ( the local 
populations had also been involved}, which resulted 
in the Czar's Decree of 1610 that prohiЬited dese­
cration of Ostyak graves ( Russian Historical Library 
1875. Р. 216). 
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Niпeteeпth ceпture scientists were understand­
aЬly tempted to delve into the above-ground caskets 
(miniature ethnographical and anthropological muse­
ums) that were at everyoпe' s view - woodeп boxes 
with remains of the Ostyaks and the Samoyeds 
buried iп them. They found that many of the things 
discovered iп the graves were imported; however 
European scientists did поt think of this objects as 
"their own", but saw them as ethnographic objects 
that were worth collecting. The collection compiled 
Ьу Yanovich was по exceptioп, as confirmed Ьу 
numerous examples, siпce а consideraЬle пumber of 
the objects were items that had recently crossed the 
Ural ridge. 

Transportation of the same objects back and forth 
across the Urals - first as trade items and later as 
scieпtific specimens - attested to а more complex 
interaction between the "ceпtral" апd "provincial" 
culture than it first appareпt. lt is reasonaЬle to sug­
gest that опе cannot completely comprehend the cul­
ture of the "center" without the study of what seems 
at first to Ье а strictly "ethnographic province". 

Descriptioп and Dating of the Sites. 
The 1909 studies reported in Yanovich's diaryt 

indicate that 11 sites were iпvestigated. А total of 
358 burials were studied. 

The works in the vicinity of Кhalas-Pugor (in 
Кhanty it means the "island of the dead") in the 
Malaya ОЬ region were conducted on the most sub­
stantial scale. 154 burials (N 20-173) were studied 
there. Burials of this site were first described Ьу а 
participant of Bremen expedition to West SiЬeria, 
О. Finsch who investigated four of them ( Finsch, 
1879. S. 499, 546). Craniological studies were con­
ducted Ьу Rudolf Virchow. The total пumber of 
burials was about 50, as estimated Ьу Finsch. This 
number included both well-pronounced surface buri­
als in wooden caskets and Ьelow-ground burials in 
shallow pits with walls or coverts made of wooden 

1 The fate of the Ostyak collection of the Museum of 
Anthropology was а reflection of controversary in the history of 
twentieth centure Russia. The study of museum materials and 
preparation for publication was Ьegan Ьу D .T . Yanovicb, with 
Professor D .N. Anuchin as scientific advisor, but had not 
Ьееn finisbed Ьу 1914 and was interapted Ьу the war and rev­
olution. ln 1930s Yanovich was subject to political repression 
and died in exile. В. Vasiljev who hold the position in museum 
as ethnographer in 1930s also was exiled. As of the mid 1930s 
only small part of the collection docurnentation was preserved, 
which resulted in nurnerous and serious mistakes in the prove­
nance documents. The primary mistake was to associate all the 
burials with the same site - Кhalas-Pugor. Only in 1994 did 
the authors manage to find the descendants of Yanovich, who 
had preserved а part of archives, including а field diary of the 
1909 expedition that shed light on the unlmown history of 
some of the collection artifacts. 

planks. The tree-ring determinations of the trees 
growing on the graves prove that they not younger 
than 40 years old. 

According to Yanovich 's diary cemetery at 
Кhalas-Pugor located several hundred meters from 
the chooms ( nomad tents) and was, judging Ьу the 
evidence, an active cemetery. Ву virtue of circum­
stances, the fielwork ( more precisely, disassemЬling 
of the graves) did поt encompass most recent burials. 
ln most cases, old half-rotten kholmers (grave con­
struction) were investigated, but the memory of some 
of the buried people was still alive. For example, 
Yanovich became aware of the fact that burial N 173 
belonged to the Ostyak woman called N eodyu who 
could perform shaman ceremonies and who was mar­
ried to а Samoyed of the Yadope family. Тhis attest­
ed to the fact that some, at least, burials were rela­
tively recent. 

То collect additional evidence on the site, investi­
gation were initiated in 1991 and 1992, when it was 
discovered that remains of "old cemetery of Кhalas­
Pugor" still exist in the vicinity of the modem settle­
ment somewhat to the south of the original settlement 
(Fig. 7). According to local people - the Komi and 
Nenets and the Кhanty - (А.М. Rochev, 
G.D. Filippov, D.S. Syaddai, V.G. Кrouptinsky ), 
the old cemetery has not Ьееn used since the 1940s 
because an administrative decree prohibiting surface 
burials had Ьееn imposed. 

Тhе topography of the Кhalas-Pugor area fea­
tures the left bank of the Malaya ОЬ River that is 
about 500 m above the river level and extends aЬout 
500 m from north to south and 200 m from east to 
west. Ouring floods, the elevated part of the bank 
Ьecomes island. Studies of exposures along the steep 
riverbank show that оп the north end of the "island", 
where а settlemeпt dating to the nineteenth and 
beginning of the twentieth centuries was located, 
there was also а medieval settlemeпt. Ceramic frag­
ments collected on the bank suggest that the approx­
imate age of this settlement goes back to the end of 
the first millenium В.С. (Fig. 8). 

The old cemetery site is located оп а small eleva­
tion (up to 1,5 m), thickly covered with dwarf birch, 
wild rosemary. and Ьilberry; there are several birch 
trees that have grown up to 4 m high. 

Remains of surface and other types of burial con­
structioпs are located in а 2000 square meters area. 
The total number of observed burials not exceeded 
40-60, but there are reasons to Ьelieve that there 
are more. On the cemetery site, among the shrubs, 
several weU-preserved rectangular grave Ьохеs with 
dimensions of aЬout 2 m long and 0.8 m wide were 
found. The height of the structures is approximately 
0.5 to 0.8 m. ln all probability, they where made in 
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the first decades of the twentieth centure. Тhе wood­
en covers of these grave boxes have fallen through, 
exposing Ьoat-shaped coffins inside {Fig. 24 ). Тhе 
Ьowes and stems are severed and fixed with planks. 
lп most cases, remains of the deceased were поt 
found iп the coffins, but occasionally there were 
weathered white skulls and burial utensils {bronze 
chains, ЬeUs, and porcelain). Тhе bodies were ori­
ented with their heads toward the southwest. Bronze 
and iron cauldroп were placed at their f eet iпside the 
caskets. Some of the dead seemed to Ье buried iп 
pits. Such graves resemЬled small oval mounds sur­
rounded Ьу remains of wooden constructions. "U gly 
and way too explicit" {Baklund, 1911. Р. 112) traces 
of 1909 excavatioпs are now completely lost in time; 
modem inhaЬitants of the settlement remember them 
rather vaguely. 

Burial utensils, along with scientific observations, 
have allowed to date the graves. For exarnple, in bur­
ial no. 89 there was found а five-kopeik coin of 1766 
together with two kopeik copper coins of 1800 and 
1801, which were struck at the Ekateriпburg rnint. 

ln burial no. 88 а pendant made in the form of 
provincial coins with а Ьlessing inscription in AraЬic 
was found {Fig. 51). According to the script, it dated 
to the eighteenth -nineteeпth centuries. Similar pen­
dants were observed оп the Кhanty omaments 
aquired Ьу Sirelius iп the vicinity of the Vasyugan 
River in 1898 {Sirelius, 1983. S. 258). 

Bronze ЬeUs cast Ьу Vasiliy Makushin in the city 
of SloЬodskoy of the Vyatka district in 1817 were 
found iп burial по . 133 {similar to those in Fig. 122). 
lt should Ье noted that similar beUs were found 
among other ethnographic collections made Ьу 
Yanovich. ln 1966, G.N. Gracheva found а beU 
made in 1806 in а modem Nenets burial on the 
Yamal Peninsula {Gracheva 1971. Р. 253). 

ln burials по. 139 and no. 150 were found tokens 
made Ьу Emest Laurer, who worked in Nurenberg 
from 1791 to 1797 {Fig. 51), depicting Кing Louis 
XVI. lt goes without saying that the tokens give us 
опlу terminus post quem. Тhе tokeпs have perfora­
tions in them, since they were used as decorations. lt 
is quite possiЬle that they were used for а prolonged 
period of time and that the burials they were associ­
ated with date back not to the eighteenth, but to the 
nineteenth century. 

Some burials contained flat round snuffЬoxes 
made of bronze with а round center stamp. lп опе 
type, the Empress Catherine 11 {?) is depicted and in 
another, а man with а beard {Fig. 99). Тhе snuff­
boxes exhiЬit skillful worksmanship: they were made 
оп а lathe with а cast image stamped on а gilded 
background. Тhеу seem to have been manufactured 
in one of the central cities of Russia. Тhе time of pro-

duction is probaЬly the end of the eighteenth ar1d the 
beginning of the nineteenth centures. Burials no. 203 
of Tar-Vanui Кhalait had а similar snuffЬox, with an 
image of Ekatherina 11 that was placed next to porce­
laiп cup made in Gzhel in the second half of niпe­
teenth century {Fig. 88). Burial no. 56 included а 
porcelain cup { Fig. 86) with cobalt painting made at 
the С.А. Markov plant located in the Bronnitsky 
Districkt in the vicinity of Moscow { founded in 
1830). Accordind to the features оп the stamp, this 
cup could Ье dated between the 1860s and 1890s. 

Besides porcelain, glass utensils were also found 
in the burials. А wine glass found in burial no. 
54 may Ье dated between the 1830s and 1840s 
{Fig. 90: 1). ln the burial at the Tchaya River in the 
Tomsk region, а similar glass cup was found along 
with coins of 1828-1836. 
А tin doll in burial no. 7 4 was dressed in the 

fashion of the first half of the пineteenth century 
(Fig. 144). 

Bronze and wooden spoons found in burial nos. 
40, 103, 121, and 133 {Fig. 81, 82) indicate the 
nineteenth centure. Some wooden utensils still pre­
serve traces of vamish and paint. According to 
Gubarev, wooden spoons were popular items at the 
Obdorsk Fair; the Ostyak and the Samoyeds gladly 
purchased them. F ragments of а bronze candle&tick 
found in burial no. 121 also belonged to the nine­
teenth centure {Fig. 99). 
А large co1lectioп of buttoпs, including опе that 

features а warrior in early nineteeth century unifonn, 
unquestionaЬly belongs to that century { such buttons 
were found in several burials studied in 1909; these are 
burials nos. 50, 203, 264 and 351. See Fig. 120, 121). 

lп burial no. 80, а knife was fouпd with а Ьопе 
handle and а stamp featuring { "Pavla") on the Ыаdе 
{Fig. 56). lt was probaЬly made iп the shops of the 
Pavlovo village at Oka River in the Nizhny 
Novgorod District, wich was famous for its knife 
production in nineteenth century Russia. 

SnuffЬoxes made of cow' s hom and inlaid with 
tin were found in burial nos. 28, 126, and 128 
{Fig. 60, 61) . Zuyev пoted iп 1771 that the Ostyak 
living in the lower ОЬ area widely used homs fi11ed 
with tobacco. Kovalsky, who spent the winter of 
1848 in Obdorsk, meпtioпed а hom with tobacco in 
it as а burial item the Oatyak people put in their 
graves. Rudenko, who traveled to the Lower ОЬ area 
in 1909, noted that he had never observed similar 
snuffЬoxes as household items of the Ostyak people 
he studied. However, in several graves at the 
Obdorsk cemetery that he was аЫе to date to the 
1840s -1850s, he found sirnilar snuffЬoxes. Ivanov, 
who studied one of the snuffЬoxes found at Кhalas­
Pugor (burial no. 128, Fig. 61) without inlaid oma-
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mentation but with а carving, noted that its circular 
omamentation is charasteristic for Russian bone 
carving of the eighteenth and early nineteenth cen­
tures. Не suggested that these snuffЬoxes had been 
acquired from Russians and were examples of 
Russian worksmanship. 

Some types of items were found in the graves also 
occur in ethnographic collections dating to the end of 
the nineteenth and the beginning of the twentieth 
centuries. They include а copper comb (burial 
no. 24, Fig. 97) with paired horse's heads (only one 
preserved), probaЬly manufactured in Russia. 
Similar decorative pattems сап Ье found in the festive 
clothing of the Кhanty living in Berezovsky District 
(Museum of Tobolsk, inventory N 1999 / 1624) and 
in the clothing of the Mordva-Moksha in the central 
Volga River region. Another example is the massive, 
round openwork buckles made of iron or copper fash­
ioned into women' s belt and wom over the outer 
clothing wich were found in burial nos. 121, 126, and 
others (Fig. 109-117). Тhese items were described 
Ьу Zyuev and Belyavsky (1833. Р. 57). Finsch 
wrote that the buckles were manufactored Ьу 
Zyryans ( the Komi) and sold to the Samoyeds for 
high prices (Finsch, 1879. S. 535). ln Pauly's 
alburn, such а buckle was featured on the belt of а 
"Mezen Samoyed woman" (Pauly 1862). We 
observe а similar buckle on the belt of an Ostyak 
woman from Obdorsk in the picture Ьу Sommier 
(Fig. 108). 

N egative evidence can Ье used to support the 
burial dates. For example, among the many finger 
rings at Кhalas-Pugor, none were of the types found 
in West Seberian burials of the seventeenth century 
and the first half of the eighteenth century. Тhе 
absence of rings of these earlier types indicates that 
none of the burials at Кhalas-Pugor is older than 
second half of eighteenth century. 

Most of the investigated burials in Кhalas­
Pugor, judging Ьу association funerary objects, date 
from the early to middle nineteenth century; the lat­
est are from the end of that century. ln support of this 
conclusion, we present one more piece of indirect evi­
dence. А letter from the Director of the expedition, 
О.О. Baklund, to professor D.N. Anuchin, dated 
the 14th October 1910 (archives of the 
Anthropological Museum Moscow State 
U niversity), states that the grave-studies Ьу 
Yanovich resulted in conflict with the local population 
and threat of ligitation. Тhis is very important 
Ьecause it could indicate that recent burials had been 
destroyed. 

After the work at Кhalas-Pugor, the expedition 
of 1909 moved into the Bolshaya ОЬ area where 
excavations were undertaken at several large burial 

sites (Fig. 1). More than 40 burials were excavated 
in the clan cemetery of the Yadopchu clan. Yanovich 
was аЫе to obtain detailed information on this site 
because two representatives of the clan were members 
of his excavation crew. Неге is an excerpt .of his dairy: 
"On а small dry sandy hill that is thickly covered with 
birch trees, willows, ash trees, wild rosemary, moss­
es, and lichens, lie remains of the kholmers (burial 
constructions). Many of the kholmers some sti11 
standing, are covered Ьу trees growing from the mid­
dle of the burials. None of the kholmers are com­
pletely intact or recently constructed. Тhе Yadopchu 
Clan does not bury its dead here any longer; the last 
burial took place about 48 years ago (i.e., about 
1860). " 

According to the genealogy of the Yadopchu 
Clan (Fig. 153) compi1ed Ьу Yanovich, the excavat­
ed burials date from the end of the eighteenth centu­
ry to the middle of the nineteenth century. Тhе bur­
ial goods and а major part of the utensils belonging to 
the nineteenth century, along with ealier artifacts, 
confiпn this hypotethesis. For exarnple, in burial no. 
245 there was а brass cup, perhaps used for vodka. 
Тhе cup is decorated with chasing and engraving and 
its style suggests that it belongs to the second half of 
the eighteenth centure (Fig. 95 ). At the same burial 
was an even ealier item, а silver earring with beads, 
decorated with filigree dated from thirteenth to four­
teenth centuries (Fig. 152. 3). Neither the сир nor 
the earring сап Ье used to determine the age of the 
burial under consideration, in which omaments char­
acteristic of the nineteenth cetury were also found 
(Fig. 130. 5; 141. 9). 
А copper plate with а hunting scene motif is of 

special interest for dating (Fig. 95. 1). lt was found 
in burial no. 257 at the cemetery of Sarman-Vanuy 
in the vtc101ty of the former settlement 
Pokhrurnkovckiye yurty. On the age of the plate there 
are perforations for hanging, which suggest its use for 
cultic purposes. About ten plates with similar pat­
tems are known according to descriptions and finds in 
the Lower ОЬ area near Obdorsk. As Prytkova sug­
gested, they were commonly manufactured in the 
same place. Some plates are marked with the date of 
1834. Similar plates were common to household up 
to the beginning of the twentieth century. Тhе 
Museum of Tobolsk acquired one of these plates in 
1903 (N 3890/ 1694). 

Тhе last works undertaken Ьу Yanovich in the 
Bolshaya ОЬ area were in the vicinity of Pai-Кhatu 
(Кazym-Paikhatskie yurtas), where at three sites 
there was а concentration of 200 kholmers. 
According to Yanovich' s diary, the works took place 
at the "new cernetery", where about 20 burials were 
investigated, including some containing two bodies 
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(Fig. 50). lt is поt incoпceivaЬle that older burials 
were mixed in arnoпg more receпt опеs. For example, 
there are поt good reasoпs to coпclude that burial по. 
292 could поt have belonged to the secoпd half of the 
eighteeпth century. Only two items were found iп 
it - а fragmeпt of а wooden cup and а copper comb 
(Fig. 97, 2). Тhе latter iп all probability, was 
exported from Russia. А similar comb оссшеd in 
burial dating to the end of the seventeenth and begin­
ing of the eighteeпth centures at the Martynovsky site 
in Chouvashiya. 

Тhе burial поs. 298-358 beloпg to the cemetery 
Yumbarada Кhalmeer пеаr Ьу the mouth of the 
Shchuchya (pike) River at the vicinity the Lake 
Yumbar-to (Fig. 1. 11). Yaпovich describe this place 
as follows: "Тhе cemetery is located on the northwest 
sandy slope elevated abruptly 4 arshins ( 284 cm) 
above the lake level. There are approximately 
100 graves, which are oriented along the northwest 
ridge of а watershed. Тhis is connected to the bank of 
another lake containing clean tasty water, which lies 
at the west end of the cemetery. ln the last decade the 
wife of the great landowner, Yumbar Samoyed 
Кhoпant, was buried there. Тhere are also two small 
larches, loпely amoпg the tundra vegetation. " 

Тhе kholmers constitute boxes with two sloping 
surfaces forming а roof; among them there was а 
communal grave, with impressive dimeпsions 
(Fig. 49). То t.he north of each grave there were 
many abandoned sledges. Тhе investigated burials 
were fairly receпt, mostly belonging to the secoпd 
half of the niпeteeпth ceпtury. Good preservation of 
organic remains and burial utensils support this inter­
pretatioп. 

Bells datiпg to 1817 were found in burials no. 
308 and по. 351. ln burial no. 340, was а cup man­
ufactured at the М. V. Dunashev plaпt апd dated at 
1850 to 1870 (Fig. 87). Iп burial no. 316, а saucer 
manufactured Ьу M.S. Kuzпetsov and datiпg after 
1892 was found (Fig. 86. 2) . Тhе hamess omarneп­
tation (Fig. 120. 16) from bшials nos. 320 and 350 
is characteristic of type widely spread throughout 
пineteenth century Russia. 

Another distinctive item is а mап' s belt with а 
buckle and knife in the sheath (Fig. 54 ). The earli­
est evideпce of such types of artifacts belonges to the 
1870s {опе from the Museum of Tobolsk is pictured 
Ьу Finsch). Кhondazhayevsky acquired а similar 
belt iп 1879 from Nenets, who purchased it from the 
Zyryaп . А similar belt was acquired iп 1878 Ьу 
Nordeпskiold from Neпets in the Кhabarovo village, 
Yugor Peпiпsula (Nordenskiold, 1882. Р. 80). 
Belts of this type are commoп amoпg the modem 
Кhanty and Nenets; they are also commoп amoпg 
the modem Кhalas-Pugor inhabltants. 

Reiпdeer hamesses with copper parts (Fig. 68, 
70, 72) appeared iп пiпeteeпth ceпtury. These items 
were manufactшed in the shops owned Ьу Stepanov 
in Tobolsk, Ьу the Zyryans. Fiпsch mentioned а 
Zyryan craftsman who lived in Obdorsk. 

Copper decorative plates and pendants that dec­
orated women's hats (Fig. 125- 135) and were used 
as arnulets were one of the most common items 
recovered in the burials of the Lower ОЬ area. They 
were found in 162 grave assemЬleges. Тhе collection 
contains 90 types and а total of 580 specimens. The 
Russians start to export prototypes of such decorative 
plates as early as the seventeenth century. Numerous 
shops continued to cast this old style of decorative 
pendants during the eighteenth and пiпeteeпth ceп­
tures in West Siberia (in particular, in Tobolsk, 
Berezovo, Obdorsk etc.) апd in the Arkhangelsk 
regioп ( Кhimzha, lzma). 

Amoпg the specimeпs from Yumbarada 
Кhalmeer meпtioпed above, only опе more old item 
was found in а grave по. 337. lt was eпgraved wiпe 
glass with the stem cut off, made iп Russia in the mid 
eighteenth ceпtury (Fig. 90, 3). Very probaЬly that 
it was iп use for а long time before being placed as а 
grave goods. 

Burial Customs 
Опе can gather iпformation about the burial 

practices from drawings and written field notes made 
Ьу Yanovich during the 1909 expedition. А total of 
286 descriptions of the burials have sшvived . 

Тhе largest of the sites excavated, Кhalas­
Pugor, is noted for its uniforrnity of burial ceremony. 
Only two out of 154 burials took place in pits; the rest 
were surface burials. When describlng funeral con­
structions ( grave houses), Yanovich used terms 
"upper kholmer", "kholmer", and а "kholmer sup­
ported Ьу two or tree posts". lпside the kholmer, 
there was а coffin that was made of half of а boat. 
Adults were buried in the half-boats with their feet 
oriented to the bow; children's burials, as а rule, took 
place iп Ьох caskets. Sometimes а half-boat coffin 
was covered with another half of the boat, or with 
sledge planks, or Ьirch bark removed from the choom 
( tents ) . 

All the burials, exept for two, were oriented to the 
south, southwest, or southeast; i.e., with the feet ori­
ented downstream. Similar orientation prevailed in all 
the cemeteries investigated in the Bolshaya ОЬ area. 
ln the burials studied along the Longot-Yugan River, 
the dead were oriented to the north, northeast, and 
пorthwest with their feet towards the river. 

Certain featшes of surface burials studied at the 
Longot-Yugan River lead to the coпclusioп that some 
of them had по grave coпstructions or coffiпs; the 
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dead were sirnply placed on а wooden floor and cov­
ered with logs. 

Тhе Vode-Nyal cemetery in the Bolshaya ОЬ 
area is different from all the others in its comparative­
ly large number of pit burials. At the same time, half­
boats served as coffins. Тhе graves were covered with 
larch trees. 

ln the clan cemetery of the Yadopchu family on 
Кhеуа Island, the deceased, both children and 
adults, and especially women, were placed in casket 
boxes, а characteristic feature for this site. A1most 
half of the women interred at this cemetery were 
placed in casket boxes. Тhis pecularity bridges the 
gap between the cemetery on Кhеуа lsland and the 
Yumbarada Кhalmeer cemetery, which is the noth­
emmost site excavated Ьу Yanovich at the mouth of 
the Shchuchya River. 

Human remains at the Yumbarada site were placed 
in Ьох kholmers without half-boat coffins. The dead 
were oriented with their heads toward the northwest. 
Some of the burials hint at Christian customs. For 
example, the grave pits were relatively deep, up to 
О, 7 m, with the heads oriented to the west. 
А characteristic feature of all the bu.rials is an 

extended, supine position of the body. Тhere are only 
а few burials that do not fit this pattem. The most 
common practice for all sexes and age groups was the 
extended, supine position with arms positioned along 
the body. Тhere are some cases with different posi­
tions of the arms. Rather often both or one hands 
placed under the pelvic area. There is certainly cere­
monial significance in this position of the arms. Тhis 
position is common for men and women. 

Тhere were several cases observed where the 
hands were placed on the belly area. One could sug­
gest that this was inspired Ьу Christian ceremonial 
practices. Additional features of other, similar graves 
confirm this suggestion. For example, in burial no. 
316 at the Yumbarada Кhalmeer site, а body cross 
was found ( one of only two found on the cemetery). 

Тhere were several cases where the dead were 
placed with their faces down. Тhе body position, 
including arrangement of the arms and legs, was also 
different. ln some cases, the body was extended with 
arms placed under the ЬеНу. ln others, the legs and 
arms were slightly bent, and occasionaly the hands 
were tied up. Тhis seems to Ье the shaman burial style. 

ln the description of burial no. 192 ( the Vode­
Nyal cemetery ), Yanovich wrote that the shamans 
were buried face down, with arms along the bodies 
and tied up with а rope. River соЬЫе stones were 
placed on the back and waist area. А grave of this 
type was known to Ье that of а shaman buried at the 
end of the 1880s and considered а saint Ьу oras-yakh 
(а clan name among the local population). 

lt seems that not all shamans buria1s were per­
foпned with these rites. For example, in burial 
no. 130 at the Кhalas-Pugor site, defined Ьу 
Yanovich as а shaman burial (probaЬly based on 
local oral history), the body was extended, lying on 
its back, and only the waist 1ine was tied up with tight 
knot. ln his comments on burial no 166, Yanovich 
noted that men did not have knots tied at their waist 
lines, but the women and shamans did. 

Burial no. 173, mentioned before, at the Кhalas­
Pugor site, belonged to the Ostyak shaman woman, 
Neodyu. ln this case, the body was placed in the grave 
pit in а half-boat coffin, extended and positioned on 
the back with arms streched along the body. 

Тhе most common tradition for dressing the 
deceased was to cover the face with а piece of cloth, 
using buttons for eyes. Burials in а shroud were rare; 
often one could observe the remains of outer clothing, 
а leather belt or а fur hat. 

Worth to note that shaman named Кhechi­
Sebyn (burial no. 26 7) was dressed with Russian 
wool coat wich he had used while shaman rituals. 

ln some cases the head of the person was covered 
with а cauldron, perhaps for isolation purposes. 

Тhе burial goods were placed both inside the cof­
fin ( whether а casket or а boat) and in the the vacant 
space between the coffin and the outer Ьох or 
kholmer. Some large things were put down on the lid 
of the kholmer or stand near Ьу. More than half of the 
grave assemЬlages in the collection number less then 
10 items. But one must take into account that 
Yanovich was unaЬle to bring а namber of items, 
especially large ones, back to Moscow. Тhere are а 
few burials containing 50 or more items. Тhе most 
abundant grave goods were in burial no. 133, which 
belonged to а teenager and contained 92 items. 

Almost all the male and female burials contained 
domestic utensils, mostly made of wood. The 
women' s burials contained а wider variety of such 
utensils. The dishes were usually placed near the 
head and occasionally near the body. Domestic uten­
sils also were often placed at the feet. ln some buri­
als, chests containing porcelain tea sets were found. 

Кnifes were common in the burials of both sexes. 
Тhere were also axes, parts of reindeer hamesses, and 
snuffЬoxes. Sometimes there were two or three knifes 
in the same burial. Тhеу were usually placed at the 
hips, but in some cases, they were attached to the 
belt on the left side. Тhе axes were usually places at 
the right hand. 

Тhе men' s set of grave goods: they contained 
tools for woodworking ( drill and braces), hunting 
weaponry (а bow, arrows, and powder flasks), and 
khoreis {а pole to control а hamessed reindeer). ln 
women 's burials, а specific set of utensils could Ье 
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found. lt consisted of tools to process skins ( scrapers 
and specjal boards on which to stretch the hides), 
certain type of dishes, working bags, omaments, and 
sticks for beating clothes to clean them from snow 
and louses. Children 's burials contained toys. As а 
rule, in men 's burials the "men 's" object were placed 
to the right. ln women' s burials, items more often 
were placed either to the left or in the middle. 

Miniature wooden anthropomorphic figurines 
were а common element in the inventory of all burials 
studjed, exept for those at Yumbarada Кholmeer. 
These figurines (Fig. 145-150) were clothed and 
instead of faces, tin plaques were used. ln his 
descriptions, Yanovich cailed them Ьу their Ostyak 
name - "sidyryan" or "sonchat". These small idols 
were manufactured in memory of the deceased as 
temporary dwellirщ places for his or her soul. They 
were placed Ьу the head, near the dishes .. 

Ethnic identification. 
ln an attempt to make an ethnographic interpre­

tation of the archaeological materials in this assem­
Ьlage, the history of archaelogical and anthropologi­
cal materials collected Ьу Yanovich has been studied. 
Comparative and statistical analysis, as well as stud­
ies of the historical context of the burials themselves 
and of excavations have been made. 

The first attempt at making an ethnographic 
identification of the population which left burial sites 
in the Lower ОЬ area was done Ьу Finsch; the cran­
iological studies were done Ьу Virchow. 

Finsch placed at Virchow' s disposal 17 skulls 
from the "pagan burials" to study. These had been 
obtained from the place where, 33 years later, 
Yanovich collected his materials, including four skulls 
from the Кhalas-Pugor cemetery. ln his interpreta­
tion of the results of the study Ьу Virchow, Finsch 
wrote: "The skulls from the Lower ОЬ 
( Кhalispagor) allow us to suggest that there was "а 
great mix of tribes" since among 4 skulls found there 
was one with naпow nose bridge, another with а 
medium bridge, the third one with а flat bridge, and 
the fourth one with an unusually wide bridge at the 
nose... F rom that follows, 1 ат inclined to suggest 
that the skulls А and В from Кhalispagor belong to 
the Samoyed people; but 1 have reason to believe, 
that these are Ostyak skulls, whereas the skulls with 
Finnish pattem (N 6, for example), are evidently of 
Samoyed origin" (Finsch 1879. S. 499). 

As the polemic text Ьу Finsch indicates, he was 
dissatisfied with the results of Virchow' s study, since 
it contradicted his own conclusions. But it is not clear 
from his text what convinced Finsch that his own 
ethnographic interpretations were сопесt and what 
evidence they had been based on. ProbaЬly Finsch 

had some conclusive information on the population of 
Кhalas-Pugor which allowed him to Ье firm in his 
opinion. lt is highly doubtful that Finsch' s definition 
was based on the burial customs, since he had stated 
that in the "area discussed both people live together 
and their burial ceremonies are quite similar" 
(Finsch, 1879. S. 499). 

ln connection with this, it is of interest to recall а 
remark made Ьу Sommier. At Кhalas-pugor he met 
а Russian, called P.N. Roslyakov, who clearly 
remembered the visit of Finsch and Brehm to 
Кhalas-Pugor. Roslyakov assured Sommier "that 
almost all the graves belonged to Ostyak" ( Sommier, 
1885. Р. 431). lt is quite possiЬle that the opinions 
of Roslyakov, which were recalled Ьу Sommier, also 
had convinced Finsch, who remarked that he was 
indebted to Roslyakov for obtaining valuaЬle infor­
mation. 

ln 1941, Levin puЬlished the results of his study 
on the skulls from Кhalas-Pugor. This publication 
was а brief summury of craniological studies from а 
series of skulls from northwest Siberia. Regarding the 
skulls which we were concemed, it was only men­
tioned that they соте from the Кhalas-Pugor ceme­
tery, "which according to existed data, could 
belonged to the Ostyak, with only small part of the 
population being Nenets" (Levin, 1941. Р. 27). 

ln the Scientific Archive at the Museum of 
Anthropology at Moscow State U niversity, а letter 
written Ьу B.F. Adler in 1936 in answer to а request 
Ьу M.G. Levin was found. ln this letter, Adler wrote 
that Кhalas-Pugor "is а blg, old cemetery belonging 
to the Ostyaks and а small number of the 
Samoyeds". These "data" seem to have been used 
Ьу Levin in his brief report. Adler, exiled to 
Salekhard, could not freely leave the town, so his data 
could have only been obtained Ьу interviewing the 
local population. 

Debets used Levin' s results when he compiled 
his classification of the Mongoloid types. ln present­
ing craniological materials, Debets used ethnic prin­
ciples and modem ethnic tenninology. The section 
on the Кhanty was represented Ьу а craniological 
series from Кhalas-Pugor, and the section on the 
Nenets, along with other less numerous series, also 
included six skulls from Кhalas-Pugor. Yanovich 
assigned these burials to the "Samoyed". 

ln 194 2, Ales Hdlicka used materials from 
Кhalas-Pugor in the comparative analysis terming 
them the "Ostyak" collection (Hrdlicka, 1942). 

ln 1973, Dremov studied the results of measure­
ments puЬlished Ьу Debets, and came to the conclu­
sion that, according to some features, the skulls from 
Кhalas-Pugor resemЬle "the Nenets skulls, wich 
apparently reflects the reality that the Nenets and the 
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Кhanty inteпningled racially in the lower reaches of 
the ОЬ River". Dremov concluded, that "the 
Кhanty of Кhalas-Pugor constitute а group that 
resu.lted from the commingling of the ОЬ Ugrians 
with local ethnic groups" (Dremov, 1973: 
101-102). 

ln two works on the culture puЬlished in 1950 
and 1964, the archaeologists used the materials from 
this collection, interpreting them as being "Ostyak" 
or " Кhanty" (Okladnikov, 1950, Mogilnikov, 
1964). 

lt is stated in the documentation of the collection 
that ethnological attributes of the collection belonged 
to Кhanty and Nenets. ln the 1909 report Ьу 
D .T . Yanovich it is stated: " During the current year, 
the Kuznetsov, Mr. N and Mr. G ., were the orga­
nizers of the expedition to the Polar U rals in 1909. 
Тhеу donated an ethnographic collection to the 
Athropological М useum, compiled Ьу 
D.T. Yanovich. The col1ection of artifacts was gath­
ered in the locality between city of Obdorsk and the 
Shchuchya River, which was inhablted Ьу the 
Ostyak and the Ostyak Samoyeds". 

First we attempted to conduct а comprehensive 
statistical analysis; i.e., to identify certain uniform 
features Ьу linkages between the attributes and to 
determine whether the similarities were correlated. ln 
the process, some traits inevitaЬly dropped out of the 
study due to low frequencies of occurrence, and the 
"assemЬlages" revealed eluded ethnic interpretation. 

Out of the abundance of items found in the 
Yanovich collection, on.ly anthropomorphic figurines 
and women's round belt buckles could Ье consider­
ated ( hypothetically) as "ethnic markers". Тhе 
anthropomorphic figurines were considered to Ье of 
"Кhanty" origin and the round belt buckles of 
"Nenets" origin. Studies have estaЬlished that only 
the Ostyak people practiced the rite of interring effi­
gies of the deceased in the graves. Anthropomorphic 
effigies were found in 78 burials. 

Ring-shaped women's belt buckles of the eigh­
teenth century were observed Ьу Zuyev only among 
Nenets women. Yanovich wrote that these buckles 
were "Samoyed" origin. However, other researches 
of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries observed 
similar buckles among the Кhanty and Zyryan 
women. Тhere are 44 similar buckles in the collec­
tion, most of them in Yumbarada-Кhalmeer site. 

Chi-square analysis to determine associations 
between the anthropomorphic effigies and the ring­
shaped buckles showed а negative correlation in 
women's graves (i.e., separating the "Кhanty" and 
the Nenets groups). 

An addition point to emphasize that some cere­
monial customs seem to have definite ethnological 

assoc1at10ns. Chemetsov wrote about а custom 
among the Кhanty people to place plaques on the 
chests of the deceased for religious perposes. Тhere is 
no evidence in etnographic literature that this custom 
existed among the Nenets people. 

According to the ethnographic studies, the cus­
tom of using а boat as а coffin is more common 
among the Кhanty than among the Nenets. 

Тhе chi-square test estaЬlished а positive statis­
tical correlation between the presence of anthropo­
morphic effigies in women' s burials and placement of 
а plaque on the chest in men's burials (i.e., а align­
ment of two "Кhanty" traits). А trend also exists to 
comblne the "Кhanty" ethnic markers with boat 
burials, and the "Nenets" markers with the use of 
Ьох caskets. 

Hence, three groups of burials were identified: 
those with "Кhanty" features, those of the "Nenets" 
tradition, and those with neither of these features. 

lt was later discovered, when the diaries Ьу 
Yanovich surfaced, that the statistical divisions of 
burials into two traditions - the Кhanty and the 
Nenets - coincided precisely with t.he division of the 
materials Ьу site. One group included all the burial 
sites located in the Bolshaya ОЬ area and Кhalas­
Pugor; another coincided with the Yumbarada­
Кhalmeer site. However the proЬlem of ethnic iden­
tification for the entire material cu.lture collection is 
not solved. 

Тhе written evidence of the eighteenth centu.ry 
indicates not only coexistence of the Ostyaks and 
Samoyeds in the lower reaches of the ОЬ River, but 
also the existance of populations of mixed origin. 
Census results of the eighteenth century support 
numerous inteпnarriages between the Obdorsk 
Ostyak and Samoyed. Тhе results of census IV 
(1782) showed that 43°/о of the Ostyak male~ from 
the city of Obdorsk were married to "Samoyed 
women", and 38 °/о of the Samoyeds in the Obdorsk 
region were married to "Ostyak women" (Vasilyev, 
1979. Р. 125-126). 

Alexander Castren who visited Obdorsk in 
1844, wrote: " According to their ways of life, the 
Obdorsk Ostyaks could Ье divided into two cate­
gories: fisheпnen and reindeer breeders. Тhе former 
live in the vicinity of the rivers, primarily along the 
ОЬ and Narym Rivers, the latter are nomads. At 
least for part of the year, they spent time in the tun­
dra and are in constant contact with the Samoyed 
tribe. Тhе number of the Ostyaks that are engaged 
in reindeer breeding is relatively small and annually 
decreasing due to the commingling with the large 
Samoyed tribe population. The Saщoyed influence 
was so strong that the Ostyak reindeer breeders not 
only adopted the religion, customs, and ways of life of 
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their neighbors, but they also spoke the Samoyed 
language more &eely than their own. Тhat is why 
those who wanted to study Ostyak ways of life should 
look to the Ostyak fishermen. But even the fishermen 
had different lifestyles: some of them only fished, oth­
ers both fished and bred reindeer. Тhе latter, at least 
in summer, had two household: some remained at the 
rivers, while others followed the reindeer оп their 
migration ... Roaming with their reindeer along the 
coast of the Arctic Sea, the Ostyaks, much like the 
Russians and the Samoyeds, fished, hunted walrus, 
seal, polar bear, etc. .. The Samoyeds and the 
Ostyaks, whose only occupation was to breed rein­
deer, used to go to the sea coast in early spring; those 
who left part of their families at the rivers were not а 
hurry the remote sea coast anyway. Тhеу lived in per­
manent dwellings, called yurtas, in the forests, where­
as some Samoyeds and nomad Ostyaks did not have 
this type of dwelling. Ву the end of December, all 
these roaming hordes used to show up at the 
Obdorsk Fair" (Castren, 1860. Р. 192-193). 

This lengthy quotation not only accurately 
reflects the system of land-use of the indigenous peo­
ple of the Obdorsk North, who had synthesized all 
traditional ways of using the natural resources in the 
region, but also illistrates the impossiЬility of ethnic 
differenciation among this population using adminis­
trative ethnographic stereotypes such as "the 
Ostyak - fishermen-yurta" or "the Samoyed - rein­
deer - choom". 

Arnong the Obdorsk Ostyaks, the investigators 
of the nineteenth century mentioned а large number 
of linguistic borrowings &om the Samoyed and 
Zyryan languages. Modern taxanomy of the 
Obdorsk Ostyak language has not been determined, 
and in the work of one of the authors it is mentioned 
both as "an Obdorsk dialect" and "Obdorsk version 
of the western dialect of the Кhanty language" 
(Tereshkin, 1966 ). Hajdu mentioned lexical borrow­
ings in the nothem Кhanty dialects &om the Komi 
and Nenets languages and wide-spread bllingual and 
multilingual occurrences (Hajdu, 1985. Р. 48). 

Judging &om the local and diaJectical subdivi­
sions of the Samodayan and Ob-Ugrian languages, 
&от local identification of the indigenous people 

(i.e., wide-spread self-identification according to the 
place of habltation), and &om numerous descriptions 
of local subethnic and interethnic versions of materi­
al culture among people living in northwest Siberia, 
the linguistic, cultural, and economic synthesis of the 
"Obdorsk Ostyaks and Samoyeds" was the rule, 
ruther then exeption. 

Ethnocultural and ethnolinguistic trends 
described Ьу the authors of the eighteenth and nine­
teenth centuries fit into the picture of ethnic continu­
ity, which is characterized Ьу vague linguistic and 
ethnographic boundaries and Ьу the many common­
alities observed. Theoretical analysis of similar phe­
nomena was represented in the works of Alekseev 
(1979) and Кryukov (1989). 

Hence, it is evident that the burial sites we have 
been discussing were located in а region where pro­
longed and close contacts between all three branches 
.of the Ural languages are suggested to have taken 
place. This region has also been noted for the inter­
minling of every kind of traditional arctic land-use, 
and for the direct influence of trade relationship with 
Russia at the Obdorsk Fair that was held Ьу the 
Obdorsk people for two months out of every year. 

We could not estaЬlish definite correlations of the 
terminology of official ethnic identification in the abo­
riginaI population of the lower ОЬ area in the nine­
teenth and twentieth centuries. Тhе terminology that 
was used Ьу the indigenous population of the nine­
teenth century to express their ethnic identity was 
adequate to their own self-awareness. That is why we 
сап consider the aggregate of archaeological materi­
als that have come down to us preserved in the col­
lection as а late colonial version of the "Obdorsk 
aboriginal" culture. 

Тhе culture of the Obdorsk aboriginals .of the 
nineteenth century was, on the one hand, subdivided 
into numerous factions that preserved local clan pecu­
liarities of certain groups of Samodayan and U grian 
people in the Lower ОЬ region within а single type 
of traditional economy and land-use. On the other 
hand, this culture experienced strong influences &om 
outside that later were included in the structure of 
close trade connections, especially in the nineteenth 
century. 
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